Guillain-Barré as an autoimmune disease.
Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS) entails a demyelinating process of the peripheral nervous system. The etiopathogenesis of the syndrome is still a matter of debate although considerable progress has been accomplished in the recent years. Abundant evidence has been put forward so as to support the role of the immune system in initiating and perpetuating the ongoing damage culminating in the emergence of the clinically overt syndrome. As such, data on the involvement of the humoral immune pathways add to the information already presented with regard to cell-mediated mechanisms participating in disruption of peripheral nerve. The following review will focus on the current knowledge of these complex mechanisms and the relative significance of each in the pathogenesis of GBS.